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TheNature
of the Grove

Hummingbird Festival & 
Pollination Celebration

Saturday, August 29, 2015
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Free Admission

Plan to attend our 9th Annual Hummingbird Festival & Pollination 
Celebration!  Celebrate hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies – the 
vital pollinators for countless varieties of plant life in Funks Grove.  
Enjoy entertainment, education, food, and fun at this FREE event!

What is pollination and why are 
pollinators important?  Join us to 
find out!  All ages are encouraged 
to learn about hummingbirds and 
other pollinators from experts 
during programs, guided hikes, 
and garden tours.  Browse an 
assortment of products available from 

Wild Birds Unlimited of Normal.  Visit with Wild Ones members to learn about native landscaping. 
Buzz on down to our Sap & Honey House to see a bee hive up-close, sample honey, and learn from 
members of the Illinois State University Beekeeping Club!  Children will especially enjoy watching 
puppet shows, making crafts, and overcoming obstacles in a life-sized game of migration.

We are excited to welcome back Vern Kleen of Springfield, Illinois, to the 
Festival again this year.  Vern is one of the few licensed hummingbird 
banders in the United States.  During the day he will demonstrate trapping, 
banding, and releasing hummingbirds.  Celebration participants will have 
the chance to “adopt” a bird to receive updates if it is recaptured.

Follow us on Facebook or visit our website at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.
org to find a complete listing of events and updated information as the 
festival approaches.

Photo by Robert Finnegan



General Information

2

Nature Center Staff
Angela Funk

Director
angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Jill Wallace
Environmental Educator

jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org 

Janet Rasmussen
Environmental Support Specialist

 & Volunteer Coordinator
janet@sugargrovenaturecenter.org 

Will Wright
Illinois Clean Energy

Stewardship Grant Project Leader

Daisy Kitty
Feline Relations Specialist

daisy@sugargrovenaturecenter.org 

Sugar Grove Foundation
Board of Directors

Linda Bristow, President

Gary Huppert, Treasurer

Craig Alexander, Secretary

Tricia Braid

Eric Funk

Richard Park

John Rehtmeyer

Don Schmidt

Eric Vaughn

Nature Center Hours
April - October

Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.

November - March
Tuesday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove 
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

Nature Center Closings
The Nature Center Building will be closed from 

Wednesday, October 21-Friday, October 23 
in preparation for our Autumn Celebration 

on Saturday, October 24.

In the event that the Nature Center or portions of the 
grounds will be closed during what would normally 

be open hours, this information will be announced on 
Facebook and voicemail.

Newsletter 
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication 
of Sugar Grove Nature Center. If you would like to be 

added to our mailing list, either electronically or by 
postal service, please call 309.874.2174 or 
e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.

E-Mail Alerts
To receive e-mail updates that include program 

reminders, local nature sightings, and nature news, 
e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org and 

place “Nature Alerts” in the subject line.

Website & Facebook
Visit us on the web or Like us on Facebook!

www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
facebook.com/sugargrovenaturecenter
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Dear Readers,
 
As Sugar Grove Nature Center’s Feline Relations Specialist, I know the importance of water in nature.  It 
makes things grow.  Animals need it to drink.  I have my own bowl filled with the refreshing liquid to soothe 
my parched throat after meowing too loudly (is there really such a thing?) for attention or food.  The other 
critters that call the Nature Center home have some unique uses for water.  Some of the turtles like to 
spend their time swimming in it.  I’ve even seen them eat and take naps under water!  There are other 
turtles, the boxy ones, that don’t swim, but SIT in their water bowls! Can you even imagine?  I wouldn’t 
even fit in mine!  The frogs, toads, and salamanders don’t drink with their mouths, they soak it up through 
their skin!  And most of them will even poop in their water.  That is just plain crazy!    
 
But, as useful as water is, there just seems to be too much of it lately.  My staff and guests have been 
discussing the constant rain that has been plaguing our summer.  It seems like more days than not, rain 
has pounded on my roof, keeping away my guests.  Even worse, it is blocking the sunshine, leaving 
me with no warm spot to lie in.  It’s enough to make me want to sleep all day!  But nothing could have 
prepared me for what was about to occur during a recent overnight torrential downpour.
 
At first, I noticed a damp spot on the carpet by the windows in my Bird Room. My staff would certainly not 
blame me for any indiscretions, would they?  Then I saw water seeping in from the wall behind Stryker 
the Black Rat Snake’s house.  Oh dear!  What was happening?  Would I drown?  Would my feet get wet?  
The water turtles looked on with great anticipation.  They thought that maybe the whole building would fill 
up and they could swim all over the place!  The puddle quickly moved across the floor and soaked into my 
carpet by the Nut House.  The area by the bathrooms was also pooling with water.  The back closet had 
been compromised.  All I could do was move to higher ground, but where?  My sofa!  Yes!  A place of safe 
refuge to wait out the storm until I could be rescued!  
 
By early morning’s light, I heard the familiar sound of the door 
unlocking.  My staff had arrived!  After seeing to it that I was safe 
and sound, giving me chin scratches for my bravery, and feeding 
my oh-so-empty tummy, they went to work cleaning up the mess.  
This event was certainly a fluke, an anomaly never to happen 
again.  Oh, by the way, it happened again.  

Kitty kisses,

p.s.
Here is a song I wrote.
 
I’m meowwwwing in the rain,
Just meowwwing in the rain,
Took a nap on my sofa,
I’m hunnnnnngry again!

Got food on my brain,
And so I must complain,
Just meowing,
Just meowing in the rain!
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Endowment Update
We are excited to announce that we met and exceeded our goal by the June 30th deadline and now 
have an endowment fund established with the Illinois Prairie Community Foundation!

The generosity of the following people and those who wish to remain anonymous will help ensure that 
future generations have the opportunity to enjoy our quality programs, warm & friendly facility, and 
beautiful grounds for many years to come!

We hope to continue to grow our endowment fund and welcome cash contributions as well as gifts of 
stock, real estate, bequests, and charitable trusts.  If you wish to contribute, please contact us!  More 
information can be found at http://www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/endowment.html.

We look forward to a long and vibrant future of connecting people with nature and creating memories 
in this wonderful place called Funks Grove!!

Matching Grant Contributors
Carl & Carolyn Wenning d Deanna Frautschi & Alan Bedell

Contributors
As of June 30

Around About Acres d Twin City Amatuer Astronomers d Meg & Merlin Anderson d Brian Barling
Kandy Baumgardner d Jane & Rich Beal d Diana & John Behnke d Judie Bey

Ken & Stacey Bill d Jody Borbely d Randy & Shelly Brooks d Angelo Capparella
Funks Grove Cemetery Association d Richard & Eve Chandler d Don & Phyllis Clay

John & Linda Cully d Dan Deneen d Anne Dickerson d Ellen & Brian Dietz
Sharon Tallon In Memory of Carl Dulany d Jana & Orlyn Edge d Beverly Edwards

Jerry & Francesca Erb d Bob & Lynn Fearneyhough d Cheryl Finnigan d Rita Fisher
Larry & Emma Funk d Richard & Ann Funk d  George & Myra Gordon d Lee & Leslie Green

Ken & Carol Harrington d Margaret & Mike Heger d Doris Henderson d Lorraine Hetzler
Ed & Judy Hines d John Horton d Geoffrey Hughes d The Hunt Family

Chuck & Susan Hurliman d Michelle Kelly d John & Peg Kirk d Mary Lou Lael
Janet & Bart Lammey d Gene & Marianna Lessen d Walter Lessen d Tanja Mahner

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Mclaughlin d Michael & Gail McNeely d Judy & Ken Miller d Gretchen Monti 
Dick & Marcia Nagy d Rhymer Nature Preserve d Ken Newgren d Greg & Patryce Nussbaum

Doug & Kay Oehler d Marty & Patsy Oman d Betty Peacock d Nancy Pochel d Mary Lynn Poole
Progressive Prairie Inc. d Mike & Nadine Prall d Sandra Pratt d Lance & Candy Rogers

Owen & Pat Romine d David Roughton d Debbie Ruff d Ed & Marilyn Sams
David & Joyce Schmoeger d Ben Funk School Reunion d Juergen & Meredith Schroeer

Ed & Blanche Schuck d Bill & Rosalie Seymour d Donna Sinn d Ken & Fran Smith
Route 66 Association of Illinois In Memory of Steve Funk d John & Linda Stuckey

Bob and Marilyn Sutherland d Bette Tambling d John Tobias d Steve & Deb Tock
Vernon & Laura Veal d Dee Volle d The Vose’s d Lynn Walter d Tom & Carolyn Weiland

Ryan Weishalla d McLean County Wheelers Bicycle Club
David Wilson d Lloyd Withers d Duane Yockey
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In & Around Funks Grove
Route 66 Road Closure

Route 66 is currently closed for bridge work south of 
Funks Grove Road.  If you are traveling from the north 
and take Shirley exit #154, access remains open as 
normal.  While a sign states “Local Traffic Only,” Sugar 
Grove Nature Center is considered “Local Traffic.”  

If you are traveling from the south, you will not be 
able to reach the Nature Center from Route 66.  Take 
I-55 North to the Shirley exit #154 and turn west (left) 
onto County Road 34.  Follow it to the T intersection, 
turn south (left) onto Route 66 and follow the brown 
highway signs.

Construction is expected to last into the fall.

SECOND ANNUAL 6.6 ON ROUTE 66
Saturday, August 15; 8:30 a.m.

Calling all running, walking, Route 66, and local history enthusiasts!  Join 
CORE of McLean for a 6.6k (4.1-mile) run/walk to benefit the community of 
McLean, IL. All proceeds will go to local projects, with the focus on restoring 
the exteriors of the historic buildings on the village square.

For the price of registration ($35 or $45 on race day), participants 
receive a shot of Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup to get you going with a 
commemorative shot glass, t-shirt, refreshments, and a swag bag of gifts.  Nacho Mama’s Grilled 
Cheese food truck will be in the Village Square after the race along with the music of Josh Ummel.  
For complete information and to register, go to www.mclean-il.com.  

Funks Grove Church Rededication
Sunday,  August 9th at 11:00 a.m.

This year marks 150 years since Funks Grove Church was built 
by Robert Stubblefield, Isaac Funk, and their sons.  The public 
is invited to join the Funks Grove Cemetery Association for 
a rededication celebration on August 9th at 11:00 a.m.  More 
information will be available soon at 
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org.



Stream Discovery Workshop
For Formal and Informal Educators

Wednesday, July 22; 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

The use of the stream as an outdoor classroom allows for in depth learning opportunities and helps 
create a new generation of water stewards.  The Stream Discovery program is an environmental 
education project that provides students in grades 5-12 with the unique hands-on opportunity to learn 
about water quality in their community by monitoring a local stream.  Water quality data are then 
uploaded to National Geographic’s FieldScope mapping & data platform for comparison with student 
data in other IL watersheds.  Attendees will receive an introduction to the Stream Discovery Program 
and free materials, learn about macroinvertebrate biology, ecology and identification, and travel to a 
local stream for a field demonstration.

Fee: $60.  Lunch included, registration required.  Contact Matt Young, The National Great Rivers 
Research and Education Center, at 618.468.2784 for more information or to register. 

Blacksmith Class
Saturday, September 19; 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

If you have ever thought about trying your hand at pounding, bending, 
and twisting metal, this one-of-a-kind program is for you! In this hands-on 
program, you will work side-by-side with a blacksmith who will give you 
guidance and encouragement every step of the way. By the end of the day, 
you will have one or two small completed projects to take home.

Anyone 16 and older is welcome to register. Spots are limited. In order to 
ensure a quality program and plenty of personal attention, there will be a 
maximum of 8 participants per class. For additional information about the 
class, contact Bill Kauffman at 309.208.2505.

Participants are asked to wear a longsleeved shirt and long 
pants made of cotton or wool; no shorts or open-toed shoes, 
please. NO clothing or shoes with nylon or other flammable 
materials, such as some athletic shoes.  Safety glasses must 
be worn and will be provided if needed.

Fee: $50/members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or Illinois 
Valley Blacksmith Association,
$60/non-members; lunch, tools, and materials included.  
Registration and prepayment required.  
Online and mail-in registration details can be found at www.
sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html.  Registration deadline: September 11.
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Universe Sampler
Astronomy Program

Saturdays, September 26, October 3, AND October 10
7:00-9:00 p.m., Sugar Grove Nature Center

Former ISU Planetarium Educator Carl Wenning is offering this introduction to observational 
astronomy for the general public, as well as new and less experienced TCAA members.  It is 
designed to expose the beginner to a sampling of the many types of objects that the universe has to 
offer, help new observers learn their way around the sky, and teach some of the basics of astronomy.  
It also offers an alternate naked-eye option for those who are interested in astronomy but shy away 
because they do not have a telescope or binoculars.  You will meet many of the brightest stars and 
learn their names and the constellations in which they are found.  You will visit our moon and some 
of the planets that share our solar system.  You will greet at least one of the comets that leave the 
outer reaches of the solar system to visit the neighborhood of the sun. You will become acquainted 
with double stars, variable stars, star clusters, nebulae and galaxies.  Once you have completed the 
Universe Sampler observing program, you should be well acquainted with the night sky and be able 
to find your way among the stars with no problem!

Upon completion, you will receive a certificate through either the Astronomical League (if you are a 
member) or the Twin City Amateur Astronomers (non-members).  
 
Fee: $15/family, includes one Observing Manual. Additional manuals are available for $10 each.  
Preregistration is required through Carl Wenning by August 31.  Please visit https://goo.gl/1TmZFF for 
the mail-in form.  Questions can be directed to Carl after August 1 by calling (309) 830-4085.

Photography class

Five enthusiastic young photographers 
attended a workshop with John Tobias as part 
of our Summer Nature Study programs.  They 
found lots of nature to  photograph, including 
this giant chicken of the woods fungus on a 
log in Imagination Grove.  Thanks, John, for 
teaching this wonderful class!

Mark Your Calendar
Autumn Celebration

Saturday, October 24
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Clean Energy Grant Update
Welcome, Will Wright!

I first fell in love with ecology by spending countless hours in the woods of 
Lake Shelbyville when I was growing up.  My father and I would drive to the 
remnants of his parents’ farm and spend our days hunting, fishing, gathering, 
hiking, and camping.  I began to learn what would live and grow where, along 
with when and why.  I would spend entire afternoons just wandering through 
the forest, exploring with my dog by my side.  Throughout middle school and 
high school, I competed in local ecology competitions.  It was only natural, of 
course, that I then major in Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences 
at the University of Illinois in Champaign and focus in wildlife biology and 
management.  There, I learned many of the main principles of ecology, 
restoration, and management.

I had two summer internships, one with Grand Prairie Friends and the other at Allerton Park in 
Monticello.  These internships gave me the opportunity to learn how to apply the principles that I 
learned in the classroom in a more hands-on fashion in high quality prairies and forests.  For two 
summers, I battled invasive plants in the summer heat, learned the names of our native plants, and 
developed myself professionally through conferences and certifications.  This experience earned 
me a job after college as a technician with the Forest Preserve District of Will County.  During my six 
months there, I got to experience what it is like to work as part of a large crew with lots of funding.  I 
participated in a dozen controlled burns, harvested and processed large batches of native seed, and 
assisted with wildlife surveying.

Now, I am excited to be working with Sugar Grove Nature Center as the Stewardship Project Leader.  
This temporary position is funded by an Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (ICECF) 
Stewardship Grant which provides crucial funding to carry out important stewardship activities in 
portions of the Funks Grove Land & Water Reserve.  So far, my focus has concentrated on controlling 
invasive species such as garlic mustard, sweet clover, and poison parsnip.  I will also plant trees, sow 
native seed, implement controlled burns, and make other positive impacts on the ecosystem.  It is 
very satisfying to have a job where I can influence the world in a positive way!  Unfortunately, fighting 
invasive species is a never ending battle, and there’s never enough time in the week to get them 
all.  As with most other aspects of Sugar Grove Nature Center, volunteers make a huge difference.  
I appreciate every hour that volunteers have spent performing stewardship with me and always 
welcome more to come join me.  Plus, it’s nice to have some company out in the field.  :)

Help Us Earn $4,000 for Stewardship in the Grove 
by Donating Your Time & Energy!

If 400 volunteer hours are contributed to our natural areas project, the ICECF will reward us with 
an additional $4,000 for stewardship.  Consider helping us out!  Every hour adds up and makes a 
difference.  Not only will you feel the reward of volunteering, but you get the added value of raising 
funds for stewardship in Funks Grove.  Plus, you get to hang out with and learn from Will!!!



  Most programs require advanced registration.  Some require pre-payment.  Unless specified 
otherwise, please register by emailing register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or calling 309.874.2174.

Kids
Creek Stomp
Ages 6-8, Tuesday, August 4, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Ages 9-12, Wednesday, August 5; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members.  Registration and prepayment required.  
Online and mail-in registration details can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html.  
Registration deadline: July 30.
Kids will love getting wet and muddy as  they
explore the banks and depths of a nearby
creek!  We’ll start by learning about some of 
the aquatic creatures we might encounter, 
then head out to creek to see what we can find!

Creek Investigation
Ages 12-16.
Thursday, August 6; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members.  
Registration and prepayment required.  
Online and mail-in registration details can be found at www.
sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html.  
Registration deadline: July 30.
Determine the health of a nearby stream by testing the water 
quality and identifying its macroinvertebrate inhabitants.  We’ll 
examine all we find and analyze the creek’s physical, biological, 
and chemical components. Of course, we will also make time for 
simply relaxing and enjoying time wandering the creek, exploring 
its turns and bends.

Little Wonders: Creek Critters
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, August 19; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Fee: $5/child members per class, $8/child non-members per class.  
Registration and prepayment required. Online registration can be found at 
www.sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html, deadline: August 14.
Kids and their adult chaperones will discover the wonders of nature in this hands-
on, interactive class.  Discover the critters that call the water home, including fish, 
crayfish, water striders, and so much more!  Bring your water shoes and a towel, 
as we will be heading into the creek if conditions allow. Grown-ups, you are more 
than welcome to join us, but you can watch from the bank if you like!  A snack will 
accompany story time and a fun craft will be created.

Continued on page 10.
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July, August, September Programs
Little Wonders: Little Campers
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, September 16; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Fee: $5/child members per class, $8/child non-members per class.  Registration and prepayment 
required. Online registration can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html,  Registraton 
deadline: September 11.
Kids and their adult chaperones will discover the wonders of nature in this hands-on, interactive class.  
We’ll go though an entire campout in an hour and a half!  Build a pretend fire, hike, star gaze, listen to 
the night animals, head to bed, and wake up in the morning!  A snack will accompany story time (let 
us know of any food allergies) and a fun craft will be created.

Homeschool Discover & Draw: Butterflies
Ages 6-8, Thursday, September 24; 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Ages 9-12, Thursday, September 24; 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Fee: $12/child members, $15 child non-members; all 
supplies provided.  Registration and prepayment required.  
Online and mail-in registration details can be found at www.
sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html.  Registration deadline: 
September 17.
Science meets art in this unique program. Participants will 
study butterflies using photos, specimens, and hopefully 
by finding some to watch outside.  We’ll then take the 
information and use it to create a drawing. 

All Ages

Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, July 18; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to join an Irish-music jam 
session at the Nature Center. Bring your instrument to play along or 
stop out to just enjoy the music!  For more details, contact Martha Tyner 
at mtyner@iwu.edu.

Blacksmith Demonstrations
Saturday, July 18; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
The public is invited to observe and interact with members of the Illinois 
Valley Blacksmith’s Association as they work at the forge across the 
parking lot from the Nature Center. Watch as they heat, bend, and twist 
metal to create functional and/or decorative art!

Kids, continued from page 9.

Continued on page 11.

Photo by John Tobias



Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Celestial Motions
Saturday, July 18; 9:00-11:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Learn about celestial motions that are taking place as we sleep and over the course of a day, a 
month, and a year.  A 20-30 minute presentation on the featured topic will be followed by a sky tour 
using a laser pointer and telescope observing. Programs will be held even in the event of an overcast 
sky. The presentation will be given and tours of the Sugar Grove Observatories will be available.  
Active rain, however, will cause a cancellation of the event. When uncertain if a session has been 
cancelled, call Tom at (309) 830-0167 or Lee at (309) 824-2804 after 6:00 p.m. For additional 
information, visit www.tcaa.us. 

Imagination Grove Fun Day
Wednesday, July 29; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, although a donation such as birdseed, sugar 
(for hummingbirds), or toilet paper would be appreciated. 
See our website for complete wish list.  
No registration required. 
While Imagination Grove, our nature play area, is open 
daily, we have designated this special day for you to 
meet other like-minded families that enjoy and appreciate 
nature-based play. Bring a nature item from home to trade 
at the Nature Trading Post: shells, nuts, rocks, or anything 
else you would like to trade. We will supply lemonade and 
snacks, you bring energy and imagination!

Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, August 1; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Free; no registration required.
Bring the family out at any time throughout the day to enjoy the fresh 
air and natural surroundings.  Create a fun make-and-take craft, take 
a guided hike at 11:00 a.m. and don’t miss the feeding of the turtles, 
snakes, and other critters at 1:00 p.m.!  Bring a picnic lunch and make a 
day of it!

Campfire Program: Creek Creatures
Friday, August 14; 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Fee: Free/members, $5/person non-members. Registration required.
Bring the family out for a relaxing evening at the Nature Center.  Learn 
all about creatures that live in the creek without getting wet!  After the 
program, we’ll create a fun craft, then enjoy s’mores and beverages 
around the campfire.

All Ages, continued from page 10.

July, August, September Programs
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Continued on page 12.
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Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session  Blacksmith Demonstrations 
Saturday, August 15; 10:00 a.m.-noon Saturday, August 15; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required. Free; no registration required.
See July 18 for details. See July 18 for details.

Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Buying Binoculars & Telescopes
Saturday, August 15; 8:30-10:30 p.m.  Free; no registration required.
Whether you are looking to buy for yourself or for a child interested in astronomy, this is your 
opportunity to learn how to buy a basic telescope of good quality without being ripped off by 
misleading – and even false – advertising.  From the serious astronomer to those who have never 
looked into a telescope before, the TCAA will help guide you to choose the equipment that is right for 
you.  In addition to a short presentation, they will conduct a laser-guided sky tour and have telescopes 
set up for viewing.  Programs will be held even in the event of an overcast sky. The presentation 
will be given and tours of the Sugar Grove Observatories will be available.  Active rain, will cause a 
cancellation of the event. When uncertain if a session has been cancelled, call Tom at (309) 830-0167 
or Lee at (309) 824-2804 after 6:00 p.m. For additional information, visit www.tcaa.us. 

Hummingbird Festival & Pollination Celebration
Saturday, August 29; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free admission, no registration required.
See page one for details.

Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, September 5; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Free; no registration required.  
Bring the family out at any time throughout the day to 
enjoy the fresh air and natural surroundings.   Create a 
fun make-and-take craft, take a guided hike at 11:00 a.m. 
and don’t miss the feeding of the turtles, snakes, and 
other critters at 1:00 p.m.!  Bring a picnic lunch and make 
a day of it!

Campfire Program: Moths
Friday, September 18; 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Fee: Free/members, $5/person non-members. Registration required.
Bring the family out for a relaxing evening learning all about the lives of moths.  After the program, 
we’ll create a fun craft, then enjoy s’mores and beverages around the campfire.

Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, September 19; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required. 
See July 28 for details. Continued on page 13.

All Ages, continued from page 11.

Photo by Janet Rasmussen
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Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Shine on Harvest Moon
Saturday, September 19; 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Farmers harvest their crops by the light of the silvery moon.  Learn how the moon’s motions change 
from month to month, and why the time between moonrises changes daily.  In addition to a short 
presentation, we will conduct a laser-guided sky tour and have telescopes set up for viewing.
For cancelation policy, see August 15.  For additional information, visit www.tcaa.us. 

Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, October 3; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Free; no registration required.  
See August 1 for details.

Adults
Stewardship Work Days
Saturdays, August 1, 15 & 29; 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Saturdays, September 12 & 26; 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Free; no registration required for individuals. 
Don Schmidt leads volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other Saturday.  Groups 
interested in helping must contact the Nature Center at least one week prior to the workday to 
determine whether the planned activity is suitable.

Monarchs & Margaritas
Wednesday, Sept. 9; 6:30-8:00 pm
Fee: $10/members, $12/non-members. Registration and prepayment required.  Registration details 
can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html, Registration deadline September 4.
In September, Monarch butterflies are beginning their southward migration to Mexico.  In this 
program, learn about their fascinating life-history while sipping on a margarita!  Hopefully, we will also 
be able to directly observe the Monarchs different life stages and tag some adults too.  You must be 
21 or older to attend this program.

Beginning Blacksmith Class
Saturday, September 19; 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $50/members, $60/non-members.  Online and mail-in registration details can be found at 
www.sugargrovenaturecenter/register.html.  Registration deadline: September 12.
See page 6 for details.

Universe Sampler, Astronomy Program
Saturdays, September 26, October 3 & 10; 7:00-9:00 p.m.  This program is a series.
Fee: $15/family.  Registration and prepayment required through TCAA, mail-in form is available at 
https://goo.gl/1TmZFF; deadline August 31.
See page 7 for details.

All Ages, continued from page 12.

July, August, September Programs



Welcome to our new & renewing members

Students/Seniors
Kerry & Kathy Kidwell d Vicky Kramer d Doris Kuppersmith

Joann Steinberg dEvelyn Young

Sugar Maple
Joanne Alexander d Stephanie Duncan d Marge Ehlers d The Fish Family d Linda Giles

Kelley Jacobs d Ellen Morgan d Gina Neitzel d Kelly Schanaberger d Mary (Beth) Stephens
The Stombaugh Family d Tom & Julie Sullivan d Jeff, Starla & Matthew Young

Paw Paw
Randy & Shelly Brooks d Don & Helen Doty d Al Bedell & Dee Frautschi

Darren Forgy & Lisa Kramer d Bruce & Nancy Lindenfelser dGretchen Monti

American Sycamore
Sandra Bush d Myra & George Gordon d Mike & Cindy Kerber
Tom & Dian Nealey d Marcia Rossi dRichard & Eileen Wagner

Shagbark Hickory
Richard & Ann Funk d Tim & Connie White Family

Black Walnut
Phil Houser d The Mike Prall Family

d And those who wish to remain anonymous d
Thank you to the Paul A. Funk Foundation and Hazel Funk Holmes Trust for their continued support.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests
We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts 

and bequests are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and 
maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. Please contact 
Angela Funk at 309.874.2174 for more information if you wish to make a provision in your will.

Olympia Middle School Day of Service
In May, 145 sixth graders from Olympia Middle School participated in a day of learning and 
stewardship at Sugar Grove Nature Center.  Their experience was funded by an Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources Biodiversity Field Trip Grant.  Students learned about native Illinois plants and 
animals, the importance of biodiversity, the impact of invasive species on habitats, and much more!  
They also helped with a variety of stewardship projects including invasive species removal, trail 
maintenance, and mulching.  It is amazing how much can get accomplished with so many helpful 
hands!  Special thanks to the Midwest Food Bank for donating work gloves, drinking water, and 
snacks for all of the hard-working students.

Making A Difference
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Membership Form

15

Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center!  Your membership supports quality environmental 
education programs, land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more!  Sugar Grove Foundation
is a non-profit organization that receives no tax support.  Memberships, program fees, private gifts, and cor-
porate and foundation grant support are the lifeblood of our organization. 

The Student/Senior level is for individuals.  Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.

All Membership Levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:

Discounts on classes, programs, and events 
Benefit of checking out books from the Nature Center Library

Free or reduced admission, program discounts, &/or store discounts at over 150 nature centers worldwide!
 Knowledge that you are helping to keep Sugar Grove Nature Center open - we can’t do it without you!

Higher giving levels:

American Sycamore ($100)

All of the above benefits plus a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL

Shagbark Hickory ($250)

All of the above benefits plus two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration

Black Walnut ($500)

All of the above benefits plus two free admissions to our Maple Sirup Experience Tours

Blue Ash ($1000)

All of the above benefits plus a photograph featuring the nature of Funks Grove

Bur Oak ($5000)

All of the above benefits plus a private tour of the Nature Center & grounds for a group of up to 10 

(by appointment only)

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: __________________ Zip: ________________

Phone: ____________________Email: ______________________________________________

 How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ______________________

 I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.

 Please send me newsletters via email.

 Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service.

Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible. Please ask your employer about matching gift programs!

Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.

Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to: 
Sugar Grove Nature Center  4532 N 725 East Road  McLean, IL 61754


 $15  . . . . . . . . . .Student/Senior (65+)
 $25  . . . . . . . . . .Sugar Maple
 $50  . . . . . . . . . .Paw Paw
 $100  . . . . . . . . .American Sycamore

 $250  . . . . . . . . .Shagbark Hickory
 $500  . . . . . . . . .Black Walnut
 $1000  . . . . . . . .Blue Ash
 $5000  . . . . . . . .Bur Oak





Sugar Grove Foundation

4532 N 725 East Road

McLean, IL 61754

NON PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT 365

BLOOMINGTON IL


April - October

Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.


November - March

Tuesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.


The grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove

are open daily dawn to dusk.


Sugar Grove Nature Center

4532 N 725 East Road

McLean, IL 61754

309.874.2174

info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Latitude: N 40° 20.893'
Longitude: W 089° 08.007'

The Nature of the Grove is now available electronically!  
E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

to be added to the list!


